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several days/3 and announces the capture of Reims; but the
French concede only that the latter is under attack. In the
coastal region below Dieppe, the Germans speak of capturing
an Allied force of 20,000 men, including six generals, along
with "vast quantities" of war materials. This, they say, opens
the way for a drive towards Havre,
From Touns, the French Government admits that the enemy
has reached the "outworks of Paris" and reveals that the Marne
has been crossed by the enemy between Meaux and Chateau-
Thierry. But high officials, both military and civilian, know
that their information is scrappy and out of date. Communi-
cation with the troops that have been engaged in intense fight-
ing is suffering badly from the fact that there is no longer any
real "front" in the accepted sense of the word. Local com-
manders are being forced to deal with current emergencies
on their own responsibility. In some cases, it seems, the general
discouragement and disorder following the collapse on the
Somme and the Marne and the abandonment of Paris are
leading individual officers and groups of men to start for
"home." In the eastern section of the front, however, the
hinge of the Maginot Line at Montm6dy still holds.
Tours is bombed by German planes. Mr. Churchill and his
colleagues confer again this morning with M. Reynaud, Mar-
shal Petain and General Weygand, and return to London.
They have received black reports on the military position and
are disturbed by the French political situation. But the com-
munique issued later in London, after Mr. Churchill has seen
King George, is indefinite, merely stating that "complete agree-